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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and 
of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor 
of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as based on a disclosure which is not enabling. The 
claimed pixel growth curve, critical or essential to the 
practice of the invention, but not included in the claim (s) is 
not enabled by the disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 52 7 F.2d 122 9, 
188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976) . 

Claim 1, lines 7-9 and claim 27, lines 8-10 recite 
"defining the pixel growth curve, such that a plurality of 
consecutively filled pixels form a cluster along the curve and 
such that pixels widely separately along the curve are also 
widely separated within the halftone cell" 

However, each of the disclosed pixel growth curves include 
pixels that are widely separated along the curve but close 
together within the halftone cell. For example, in Figure 1 
(reproduced below with additional labels (A) through (D) ) , the 
pixels in widely separated positions along the pixel growth 
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curve (e.g. 2 nd (A) and 9 th (B) positions, the 3 rd (C) and 14 th (D) 
positions) are adjacent within the halftone cell. Thus, it does 
not appear than the pixel growth curves recited in the claims 
are described in the disclosure. 
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FIG. 7 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-27, insofar as they are understood, would be 
allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection (s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office 
action. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

The art of record does not teach or suggest the recited 
pixel growth curve such that a plurality of consecutively filled 
pixels form a cluster along the curve and such that pixels 
widely separately along the curve are also widely separated 
within the halftone cell. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Velho et al (each) and Ostromoukhov et al disclose examples 
of halftone pixel growth patterns. 

6. Any inquiry concerning the contents of this communication 
or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to Stephen M. Brinich at 571-272-7430. 

Any inquiry relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding or any inquiry of a general nature concerning 
application processing should be directed to the Tech Center 
2600 Customer Service center at 571-272-2600 or to the USPTO 
Contact Center at 800-786-9199 or 571-272-1000. 

The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:00-5:30, 
alternate Fridays off. 

The examiner's unit designation has been changed from "Art 
Unit 2624" to "Technology Division 2625" (as of March 20, 2006). 

If attempts to contact the examiner and the Customer 
Service Center are unsuccessful, supervisor David Moore can be 
contacted at 571-272-7437. 

Faxes pertaining to this application should be directed to 
the Tech Center 2600 official fax number, which is 571-273-8300 
(as of July 15, 2005) . 
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Hand- carried correspondence may be delivered to the 
Customer Service Window, located at the Randolph Building, 401 
Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
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Examiner 

Technology Division 2625 
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